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STATEMENT BY BENJAMIN L. HOOKS,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR NAACP, AT
BLACK LEADERSHIP MEETING,
WEDNESDAY, · AUGUST 22, 1979,
NAACP NATIONAL OFFICE, NEW YORK,
NEW YORK.

BLACKS AND U.S. FOREIGN POLICY

Given the history of racial discrimination in the United
States, i t should hardly be surprising that the forthright
conduct and candor of Ambassador Andrew Young would be cause for
so much consternation throughout our government and the nation.
Readily acknowledged by friend and foe alike are Mr. Young's
historical contributions in advancing United States foreign
:.-;<'

policy in areas of the world that are crucial to this country's
interests.
Ambassador Young was a

spearhea d

~n

opening doors that

were previously closed to the United states.

He was immensely

successful in a role in which so many others were colorless or
dismal failures.

As a black person in an establishment con-

trolled by whites and which historically has functioned for the
advancement of whites only interests, he was color blind.

He

pursued his mission as an American representing all people, not
as a black American.

His universal approach to some of the most

difficult problems that increasingly have hampered this nation's
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foreign policy was refreshing.
Ambassador Young conducted his office knowing fully well
the interests that are at stake in the pursuit of peace around
the world, especially in this instance, in the Middle East.

In

every war since the founding .of this nation, black citizens have
borne arms and died for their country.
from Bunker Hill to Vietnam.

Their blood was spilled

It is to be expected that should

the United States become drawn into a war in the Middle East,
black Americans will once more be called upon to sacrifice their
lives.
Nevertheless, the involvement of blacks and their concern
in foreign policy questions is repeatedly questioned.

Black

American citizens deplore the arrogance that is implicit in
this attitude.

As a result, the treatment that was accorded

Mr. Young by the U.

s.

government, especially by the State

Department, was totally abhorrent.

Black Americans strongly

protest the callous, ruthless behavior of the United States
State Department toward Mr. Young.
We deplore the history of racism and the bureaucratic
recalcitrance that is so endemic to that agency.

Black Ameri-

cans protest the history of employment discrimination at the
State Department and call upon the President and Secretary of
State to exert their full authority in pressing for the desegre-
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gation of that institution.

Every effort must be made to place

and advance blacks in positions of authority there.
We hold the State Department fully accountable to the
American people for events surrounding Mr. Young's resignation
and call upon President carter and Mr. Vance to make public the
complete details surrounding the Ambassador's meeting with the
P.L.O. and the circumstances pertaining to the public disclosure
of that encounter.
We demand once more to know why was the American Ambassador to Austria given a mere reminder about U.

s.

policy pro-

hibiting meetings with the P.L.O. while Mr. Young was harshly
reprimanded.

We call upon the Carter Administration to account

for this gross double standard.
Clearly,

the stakes for minorities in the conduct of

American foreign policy continue to be high.

In energy, the

Middle East represents one of the primary preas of supply.

As

we have seen in recent years, any disruption or uncertainty of
supply can have a disastrous impact upon the U. S. economy and
that of its principal trading partners as well as throughout
other areas of the world.
Africa,

likewise, provides the United States with the

bulk of many scarce minerals that industry needs.
furthermore,

Black people

have historical and cultural roots in that conti-
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nent.

The moral aspects of the gross violations of human and

political rights by the white minorities in southern Africa
constitute a direct affront to black Americans.

So, it is

imperative that we who have so much to contribute to the
further improvement of relations with countries on that cont inent continue to be even more involved in dev e loping
policy on Africa

u.

S.

as well as the rest of the world.

Finally, as Americans, black people very strongly resent
having the right of thei r

involvement in the development and

conduct of U. S. foreign policy questioned.
r.>0-

Neither Jews, Italians, Germans, Irish, Chinese, British,
French or whatever other ethnically or nationally identifiable
group has any more right to be involved in the development and
conduct of United States foreign policy than Americans of
African descent.

If there is any single area where the melting

pot concept applies,

it is with foreign affairs.

For we either

all pursue the common interests of this nation together or help
i t sink separately.
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